EN YOU THINK about
Detroit, the automobile
industry comes to mind.
When you hear about Pittsburgh, the
image quickly shifts to steel.

But times have changed. No longer
can communities build themselves
around a single industry or image. Local
officials must constantly reposition their

communities to compete for business
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How the most competitive communities set
themselves apart ... and what we can do
for a brighter future.

Thursday, August 5 ¢ noon
Chef Pauls Café & Catering
Sanford

and talent in what has become a highly
volatile, knowledge-intensive and speed-
driven economy.

James Johnson, director of the Urban
Investment Strategies Center for the

Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private

Enterprise, says the most competitive
communities are using the concept of
“sustainability” as a branding tool.

In “Sustainable Sanford?” he describes
characteristics of a sustainable community
and presents a planning tool — a civic
entrepreneurial approach to sustainability
that could be used to reposition Sanford
as a highly competitive and sustainable

place to do business.
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