‘Browning’ brings challenge and opportunity to Lee County / 2

m BANQUET & EXPO CELEBRATE
SMALL BUSINESS. Lee County holds
its annual celebration of small business
in May with a banquet and exposition.
Events kick off May 12 with the Small
Business Banquet, 6 p.m., at the
Dennis A. Wicker Civic Center. Two
awards given that night will recognize
the Small Business Person of the Year
and Small Business Advocate of the
Year. Two days later, the Small
Business Expo will fill the civic center.
After an invitational breakfast, the
show highlighting local small
businesses will be open free of charge
to the public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

m POPULAR REGIONAL JOB FAIR
RETURNS. Local companies will meet
and interview potential employees in
June at a regional job fair sponsored by
the Central Carolina Society for
Human Resource Management.
Scheduled for June 12 at the Dennis A.
Wicker Civic Center, the fair is open to
companies affiliated with CCSHRM
and job-seekers from the general
public. Last year’s event even drew
applicants from Greensboro, Raleigh
and Fayetteville. Companies interested
in participating should contact Jane
Haber at 919-774-8439.

Inside this issue

Economic success, says Donny

Hunter, depends on local agencies
working together. Lee County has been
blessed with this kind of cooperation,
but there’s still more work to be done.

A new high school was the hot

topic for county commissioners in
March, but taxes and a fire marshal
also were on the planning agenda.
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Building at Home

Local contractors and companies find success together

hen Saiden Technologies president

Jeff Lamb needed a new warehouse
and wastewater treatment facility, he kept
the projects at home.

Though an international contractor built
his plant just two years earlier, Lamb had
no hesitation turning this time to a local
company. And the work, he said, was just
as good as what he enjoyed the first time
around. If not better.

“From the moment we got here, we
wanted to find local people to work with,”
says Lamb, whose company manufactures
acrylic emulsion polymers. “When you
need something, it’s much easier to pick up
the phone and call someone across town
rather than across the country.”

More often than ever before, companies
are turning to area contractors to handle a
wide variety of construction — and for
good reason. Just about any project can be
handled by someone in the community.

Brad Simpson, general contractor for
projects at Saiden and MeikleEMS, believes
local companies provide solid results and
plenty of advantages. Most of all: access to
company owners, without having to fight
through layers of organizational structure.

And, there’s the critical ability for local
contractors to react quickly. “If there’s a
subcontracting problem, solutions are just
minutes away,” Simpson says. “They can be
here in 20 minutes. That's not something
that can happen with an out-of-town con-
tractor. We can take care of things quickly.”
Simpson, of course, is not the only con-

Grading is underway for the expansion project at
MeikleEMS. Simpson uses only area subcontrac-
tors, including N.C. Beal & Sons for this project.

tractor in town. The county economic de-
velopment office keeps a referral list that
also includes Godon Construction, Keller
Ventures, The Groce Companies and San-
ford Metal Building.

About half of all projects are now handled
by local general contractors, Simpson esti-
mates, and recent success stories may keep
pushing that proportion higher.

For Lamb, the rationale is very simple and
clear. “There’s no reason to go farther,” he
says, “if you don’t have to.”
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DONNY HUNTER
Working together is the
secret for our success

Assisting our current businesses and
industries in their efforts to grow and
prosper, while recruiting new business
and industry, is the mission of the Lee
County Economic Development Corp.
This is not the best of times in
economic development, but neither is
it the worst.

During the current difficult economic
times we can simply wait for things to
get better or we can work to prepare
our county for the economic upturn that
is soon to occur. Lee County has great
assets, some natural and some
cultivated. Of these assets, none is
more important and none has resulted
in more successes than our “team”
attitude.

Economic viability and success depend
on leaders who want results and do not
care who gets the credit. | appreciate
the Lee County commissioners, the
Sanford City Council, the Broadway
Town Board, the Committee of 100, the
Chamber and the EDC Board — and all
our other elected, appointed and
volunteer leaders who understand the
importance of teamwork and practice it.

The key to positioning Lee County to be
an economic winner in the days ahead
is for the “team” to think smart, work
smart and remain true to our economic
development culture and history. | have
no doubt the “team” will.

Donny Hunter is chairman of the Lee
County Economic Development Corp.

‘Browning of America’ means shifts in
population, new economic opportunity

Flipping through slides showing national
and regional population trends, James H.
Johnson explained how radical shifts are
occurring in the American mosaic.

The “browning” and “graying” of America,
he said, will transform society and create
opportunity for those embracing change.

About 90 mem-
bers and guests
heard Johnson’s
analysis during
the Committee of
100 breakfast on
April 11.

Johnson is the
William Rand
Kenan Jr. Distin-

guished Professor

Johnson

of Management at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and serves as director of the Urban In-
vestment Strategies Center in the Frank
Hawkins Kenan Institute.

A result of immigration and birth trends,
the “browning” phenomenon describes an
explosion in the proportion of Americans of
Latin American origin and descent. The
group now accounts for 65 percent of the
nation’s population growth.

THE REGION AT A GLANCE

Projected Population Growth.
Percentage increase in population
projected from 2000 through 2010 and
2020. Source: North Carolina Office of
State Budget, Planning & Management.
2000-10 2000-20
(red bar) (gray bar)
Wake County 35.6% 73.3%
Harnett County 28.0% 58.4%
Research Triangle  26.9% 55.1%
Chatham County 21.2% 42.9%
North Carolina 17.9% 36.2%
Lee County 17.2% 35.2%
Lee
10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Because the United States also is aging —
what Johnson calls the “graying” of America
— immigration is needed to fill jobs that
will soon be left behind by retirees and
keep benefits like Social Security solvent.

Johnson also said immigration will help
the state seize plenty of emerging economic
opportunities available because of increased
globalization.

North Carolina leads states with the larg-
est proportional growth in their minority
population — finishing ahead of Nevada,
Kansas, Indiana and Minnesota.

Other data show the same trends having
an impact on Lee and Chatham counties,
positioning this area well to grab what op-
portunities arise.

Columnist Barry Saunders
to address next meeting
News & Observer columnist and pundit
Barry Saunders brings his social insight and
irreverent style to Sanford later this spring
for the next Committee of 100 meeting.
Saunders has developed a following
through his columns and regular appear-
ances on the N.C. Spin television show.
The meeting date and time has not been
set, but will be announced soon.

Economic Indicators is a quarterly
newsletter of the Lee County Committee of
100, an organization of business men and
women committing their time, energy and
resources to enhance the economic well-
being of Lee County and its citizens.

For information about membership,
contact the Lee County Committee of
100 Inc., P.O. Box 4846, Sanford, N.C.,
27331-4846. 919-774-8439 (phone).
019-775-5410 (fax). info@lcedc.com
(e-mail). News and letters for Economic
Indicators may be sent to the editor at
news@Ilcedc.com.

Copyright © 2003 by the Lee County
Committee of 100. All rights reserved.
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RTRP Regional Advisory Council.
Monthly meeting of the Research Tri-

angle Regional Partnership advisory group.
RTRP, 1000 Trade Drive, Suite 124, RDU
Airport. 10 a.m. Contact Bob Heuts, 919-
774-8439 or info@lcedc.com.
1 Central Carolina Society for

Resource Management. Monthly
meeting for members and guests features a
tour of Pentair Pool Products. RSVP to Jane
Haber, 919-774-8439 or info@lcedc.com.
2 1 Lee County Industrial Managers

Association. Monthly meeting for
members and guests features a tour of
Trans-Matic Manufacturing. RSVP to Jane
Haber, 919-774-8439 or info@lcedc.com.
2 1 Biotech 2003. “North Carolina’s

Global Impact on Life Science,” a
daylong conference, features exhibits and
panel discussions on key issues. Sheraton
Imperial Hotel & Conference Center, Re-
search Triangle Park. Contact the Council
for Entrepreneurial Development, 919-549-
7500 or www.cednc.org/biotech/2003/.

RTRP Regional Advisory Council.

Monthly meeting of the Research Tri-
angle Regional Partnership advisory group.
Details under May entry.

NCEDA 2003. The North Carolina

Economic Developers Association an-
nual conference runs through June 10.
Sheraton Atlantic Beach. Contact 888-246-
2332 or www.nceda.org.
1 1 Lee County Economic Develop-

ment Corp. Meeting. Bimonthly

meeting includes an update on local issues
and reports on ongoing projects. 8 a.m. Lee
County EDC office. Contact Jane Haber,
774-8439 or info@lcedc.com.

CCCC Computer Courses

® Microsoft Word. May 6 to 29, Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 6:15 to 9:15 p.m., $55.

® Internet & Web. May 7 to 28, Mondays
and Wednesdays, 6:15 to 9:15 p.m., $55.
® Real Estate Brokerage. Call 919-774-
6442 for information.

FOCUS on Industrial Sites

One of two buildings now occupied by JSJ
Plastics, the location at 3301 Industrial
Drive features 30,000 square feet on more
than five acres in the Sanford city limits
and is zoned for industrial use. For other
available sites in Lee County, visit
www.lcedc.com, click on “Buildings &
Sites,” and select either buildings or sites.

Lee County Committee of 100 Inc.
P.O. Box 4846
Sanford, NC 27331-4846




