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Health of  

Lee County 

2010 

NC Regional Partnerships 
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Thirteen Counties 

Our Mission 

    Market the 13 counties to the benefit of 
their communities and to direct 
strategic and tactical efforts to maintain 
global competitiveness. 
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Our Vision 

To be a world leader in intellectual 
capacity, education and  
innovation in order to  
enhance productivity  
and economic growth and  
achieve a superior quality  
of life for all our citizens. 

Recent 
Accolades 

One of the Top “Rural Hospitals” in 
America 

- Leapfrog Group, December 1, 2010 
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Population 2,053,317 in 2010 

Source: STDBonline 

Regional Employment 

Source: N.C. Employment Security Commission 
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% Regional Unemployment Rate 

Source: N.C. Employment Security Commission 
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County Tax Base 
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Region: $188.9 Billion  

Source: N.C. Department of Revenue 

Center of Innovation 
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“…as industry becomes more 
and more dependent upon the 
educated man and woman to 
fulfill its goals, it becomes more 
dependent also on the source of 
knowledge for the training and 
development of its people.” 

IBM Chairman Tom Watson, Jr.  
IBM RTP Dedication April 1967 
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Cloud Computing Centers 

►  IBM 

► EMC Corporation 

► SAS Institute 

World’s #1 Vaccine Producer 

► GSK (RTP) 

► Pfizer (Lee) 

► Merck (Durham) 

► Novartis (Wake) 

► Medicago, USA 
(Durham) 

Novartis in Holly Springs 
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President visits Novozymes 

Vice President visits Cree 

(AP Photo/Gerry Broome) 
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Competitive Assets 

►  Knowledge 

►  Talent 

►  Quality of Place 

Universities and 
Colleges 

Community 
Colleges 
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Knowledge Resources 
►  $2 billion R&D funding  

►  Largest concentration of 
contract research 
organizations 

►  “Confucius Classroom” 
at Central Carolina 
Community College – 1st 
in nation 

►  CCCC’s Associate in 
Applied Science in 
Sustainability 
Technologies 
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Regional Educational Attainment 

Source: STDBOnline.com, 2010 

Best Educated U.S. Cities 

Source: STDBOnline, 2010 
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Quality of Place 
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The Shape of Things to Come 
2009-2014 

Goal: 

►  100,000 net new jobs 

►  Increase employment in 
all 13 counties 

Strategies: 

►  Product Development 

►  Regional Collaboration 

►  Business Growth 

Strategy: Product Development 

►  Preserve and 
enhance the 
region’s 
competitive 
business climate, 
infrastructure and 
quality of life 
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Strategy: Regional Collaboration 

►  Engage regional 
leaders and 
partner 
organizations in 
ensuring our 
economic 
competitiveness 

Strategy: Business Growth 

►  Attract, grow and 
support targeted 
industry clusters in 
all 13 counties 

►  Attract, grow and 
support targeted 
industry clusters in 
all 13 counties 
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Clusters are… Interconnected 
businesses and support 
organizations in a 
specific industry 

Cluster Targets: Life Sciences, 
Technology 
►  Advanced medical care 

►  Agricultural 
biotechnology 

►  Analytical 
instrumentation 

►  Biological agents and 
infectious diseases 

►  Clean/Green 
technologies 

►  Defense technologies 

►  Informatics 

►  Interactive gaming and e-
learning 

►  Nanoscale technologies 

►  Pervasive computing 

►  Pharmaceuticals 
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Defense Technologies 
►  IEM 

►  Carl Zeiss Optronics USA  

►  Saab Barracuda 

►  N. A. Aerodynamics 

►  Talecris Biotherapeutics 

►  BRS Defense 

►  American Growler 

►  Force Protection 

Defense Technology 

  AUSA tradeshow and NC reception 

  NC Defense Alliance 

  Cluster plan launched  

  Lee County Economic impact analysis 

  Contractors: 49 

  Contracts 2000-2009: 391 

  $$ Amount 2000-2009: $40.6M 

  Veteran Payroll: $19,425,674 (2005) 
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Cluster-based Tradeshows 

Investment Totals: $1.397+ billion   Job Totals: 5,712  
Investments within the clusters of life sciences,  
IT, advanced medical care and manufacturing 

2010 Investments (Selected) 
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